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Existing Services
Infrastructure:  Water

The existing MD of Foothills MDP states that….

“The effects on water supply will be a major consideration when development and redesignation 
decisions are made, as well as the need to minimize air and water pollution”

One of the primary objectives of the current MDP’s environment section relates to 
water….

“3.2.2…. minimize the impact of subdivision and development on surface and ground water” 

Ground water use and impact on surface water will continue to be of primary concern to 
the MD of Foothills. Since the majority of homes in the MD are serviced by individually 
drilled water wells, no statistics are available as to how much water is consumed by 
residents each year. 

Legislation

The Provincial Water Act guides the use of ground and surface water for residential 
consumption in Alberta. Specifically, Section 23 (3) (a) states the following….

A person has the right to commence and continue the diversion of water under section 21 only if

(a)	 a report certified by a professional engineer, professional geologist or professional 
geophysicist, as defined in the Engineering, Geological and Geophysical Professions Act, was 
submitted to the subdivision authority as part of the application of the subdivision under the 
Municipal Government Act, and the report states that the diversion of 1250 cubic metres 
of water per year for household purposes under section 21 for each of the households 
within the subdivision will not interfere with any household users, licensees or traditional 
agriculture users who exist when the subdivision is approved.

(b)	 the diversion of water for each of the households within the subdivision under section 21 is 
not inconsistent with an applicable approved water management plan.

The MD of Foothills depends on provincial legislation to ensure that each new well drilled 
in conjunction with an approved subdivision will not interfere with other residential and/or 
agricultural users and that the well will be able to produce 1250 cubic metres of water each 
year. 

The current and future state of such an essential resource as water is of great importance 
to residents of the Foothills region. The challenge for now and the future will be how to 
maintain adequate water for those of us who are here already, and for those to come.




